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Gray’s Inn, Feb. 9, 1754. 


Non obtura aded geftamus Péfora Peni, 
Nec tam averfus Equos Tyrid Sol jungit ab Urbe. 
VirG. 


N a former Paper I took Notice of a 
\® falfe Judgment upon Shakefpear, which 
gong the celebrated Voltaire has thought pro- 
wee per to fend into the World. As the fame 
Mt? Writer has, in another Paffage, taken 
, unbecoming Liberties with the Englifh 
WIR Oya. Nation, I fhall make his Animadverfion 
the Subject of this Day’s Lucubration, and I make no Doubt 
but it will appear to any of his candid Countrymen, that he 
has been led by Prejudice upon this Occafion. 





PreFixep to Voltaire’s Merope, we find a Letter to Maffei 
(the Author of an Italian Tragedy on the fame Subject) in which 
that Writer, after mentioning a faulty Piece which was per- 


formed on the Engli/fh Stage, delivers himfelf in the following 
Words. 
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Words.  ** ‘Elle fut fans doute mal Recue ; mais n’eft il pas 
** bien etrange ‘qu’on Tait reprefentée ? n’eft ce pas une pre- 
** uve que le Teatre Anglais n’eft pas encore epuré? Il femble 
** que la méme caufe qui prive les Anglais du Genie de la 
‘* Painture & de la Mufique, leur ote auffi celui dela Tragedie, 
“<'Cette’ Mle, qui a produit fes plus grand Philofophes de ‘ta 
“« Terre, n’eft pas auffi fertile pour les beaux Arts, et fi les 
Anglais ne s’appliquent Scrieufement a fuivre les preceptes 
de leurs excellens citoyens, ddifon & Pope, ils n’appro- 
cheront pas des autres Peuples en fait de Gout & de Li- 
“* terature.” “* The Englifh Merope, (/ays Voltatre,) afed m 
“¢ the Year 1731, was not well received; bui is it’ not furprifing 
that it was exhibited at all? May we not infer from thence, that 
“¢ the Englifh Stage has not as yet attained.a due Degree of Refine- 
‘© ment, it looks as if the fame Caufe, which-has deprived the Englith 
‘“< of a Genius for Painting and Mufic, bas aljo withheld from them 
“* the Spirit of Dramatic Poetry. That [laid which has produced the 
“© greateft Philofophers in the World, 1s not fo happy with Regard 
“* to the polite Arts, and unlefs they ferioujiy attach themfelves to 
‘© the Precepts of tbeir excellent Countrymen, Additon azd Pape, ... 
‘© they will be thrown at a Difiance by other Nations in Point of 
“¢ Literature and Productions of Tafte.” 
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66 


ug Wuart the Caufe is, which has deprived the English of a 
Genius for Painting and Mufic, I am at a Lofs to determine. 
Certain it is, thofe Arts flourifhed for a long Time in Jtaly, 
before they came over the .4/ps to our northern Regions and 
it is certain ‘that a Tafte for them has prevailed many Years 
fince in this Kingdom, They have. been cultivated here with 
the greateft Delicacy by feveral eminent Mafters, though we 
cannot boaft as many exalted Genius’s as have adorned the 
fofter Clime of Italy. The Transfiguration by Raphael, the 
Nativity by Corregio, and the laft Judgment by Michael Angelo 
will perhaps never be matched any where elfe; but it is un# 
fair to deduce a Conclufion from thence, that we have no 
Genius for this excellent imitative Art in England. Portrait 
Painting has been in as great a Degree of Perfeétion in this: 
Country as in any other Part of the World. Sir Godfrey 
Kneller will always appear deferving of the Praife conferred 
upon him by our beft Poets, and Sir Peter's Lely’s Beauties will 
eontinue to vie with our moft celebrated Toafts. 









Lely on animated Canvas ftole 


The fleepy Eye, which {poke the melting Sout. 
Whuo- 
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Wuoever, has obferved with Attention the Performances of 
Hayman, mutt be convinced that Voltaire’s Charge of a want of 
Tafte is perfectly groundlefs. Every Thing is put out of Hand 
by this excellent Artift with the utmoft Grace and Delicacy, and 
his Hiftory-Pieces have, befides their beautiful Colouring, the 
moft lively Expreffion of Charaéter. Hutfon’s Room (though 
he exacts no Price for feeing it) teems with mimic Life, and 
Hogarth, \ike a true Genius, has formed a new School of Painting 
for himfelf. He may be truly ftiled the Cervantes of his Art, as 
he has exhibited with fuch a mafterly Hand the ridiculous Follies 
of human Nature. In many of his Pieces there is fuch a grave 
and couched Kind of Humour, that it requires a difcerning 
Eye to perceive the feveral latent Beauties; and he may be faid to 
be the firft, who has wrote Comedy with his Pencil. His Har- 
lot’s Progrefs, and Marriage A-la-mode are, in my Opinion, as 
well drawn as any Thing in Moliere, and the Unity of Charaéter, 
which is the Perfection of Dramatic Poetry, is fo fkilfully pre- 
ferved, that we are furprized to fee the fame Perfonage thinkin 
agreeably to his complexional Habits in the many different Situa- 
tions, in which we afterwards perceive him. The Frible, the 
Bully, the Politician, the Lawyer, the Mifer, and in fhort all 
the Foibles of the human Mind are, by this Gentleman, fo ad- 


mirably depicted upon Canvas, that I am convinced Veltaire 
would be at a Lofs to fhew where he has been excelled. 


We may alfo boaft an equal Excellence in Mufic; for though 
Mr. Handell is not an Englifhbman, it is however a convincing 
Proof of our national Tafte, that we have made it worth his while 
to fix his Refidence among us, and that we have fhewn a due 
Senfibility to manly Melody, where the Sound is expreffive of the 
Senfe, and where no unnatural Divifions, nor idle infignificant 
Quirks miflead the Ear in a thrilling Maze of wild and random 
Notes, Such a Genius as Doctor Boyce will be always fufficient 
to vindicate us from Voltaire’s national Opprobrium, and the Ad- 
mirers of Arne have conftantly celebrated him for his peculiar 
Talent, at finding the moft emphatic Expreffion in a Compofi- 
tion, and difcovering where the Paffions are placed in every Piece 
of Poetry. To theie Pafflages he never fails to give their full 
Energy, and like a ravifhing Commentator brings new Beauties 
into Light with fuch a fweernefs of Harmony, that every Breaft 
yields irrefiftibly to the melting Impreffion. The principal Beauty 


of 
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of all mufical Compofitions, as I take it, confifts in the Sounds 
being an Echo of the Senfe, and having an Influence on the Paf- 
fions of the Auditors, and I am proud to have an Opportunity of 
faying that we are likely to have an Englifh Opera fet to Mufic by 
the laft mentioned Gentleman, which, I perfuade myfelf, will do 
Honour to him and his Country. 


With Regard to Dramatic Poetry, our Advantage over every 
Nation in the known World is, I think, very apparent. The 
beft Critics have laid it down as a Rule that a Performance is to 
be judged by its Number of ftriking Beautics, and not by fome 
Inaccuracies, and the Inftances of cccafional Conformity to the 
vicious Tafte of the Times. If Shake/pear is viewed in this light 
he will certainly appear to any unprejudiced Reader infinitely 
fuperior to Corneille, Racine, and all the polifhed Writers of France 
and ‘Italy. Iremember a Paffage in Voltaire’s Writings, where he 
is atinfinite Pains to bring together a String of Quotations from 
the beft French Tragedies, to evince their great Talents at Strokes 
of the fublime; in all he makes up about twenty or thirty at 
moft; and the Beauties of Sheke/pear have of late been publifhed 
in feveral Volumes. Befides, Otway has found Accefs to the 
tleart better than any French Writer whatever, and the domeftic 
Paffions are touched by him with the greateft Elegance and Sim- 
plicity; It is very commen on the French Stage to hear a Perfo- 
nage of the Drama, exclaiming perpetually Felas and mon Dien ! 
andthen formally acquainting the Audience that he feels fuch and 
fuch Senfations; but our great Mafters of the PaMfions make their 
Hearers feel by Sympathy-the Agitations of their Hero’s Breaft, 
without running into cold languid Declamation. 


The dramatic Poetry of this Country is like our Conftitution, 
built upon the bold Bafis of Liberty; and though the latter has 
brought our King to the Block, and the former admits Blood to 
be fhed on the Stage ; thefe are Corruptions which have intruded, 
and are, as the Poet fays, ‘* Effects unhappy from a noble 
Caufe.” Upon the whole we may apply, what Horace has faid 
to the Exgli/> Nation, 
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—Spirat Tragicum fatis, et feliciter audet 


, J f 4 ’ . 7 oan 
S¢ a lurpem putat iil 


f 7a*F 77 -tr , eyo Pr ) 
, rc AS ° «* j ? 
Vwtle Ces bid Bietuii + lilus Gill. 
4 


“Notes Die, ene ante one 1 hp & ple i. ae Ce ee i i ae 
Our I oets are iuinciently poiielieda or tre opirit of Tra CAV, 

« - ~ — @ 
but the . ar : e at AtiV t; re, & > 4 ita ke ule ra yf ov, treet Tafte 
Lal \ y wh nor wWLEW Lil oe ) Laad Wit IXULICS QO COTrect clic! y 

















No. go. THE GRAY’s INN JOURNAL.” m1 


and the Trouble of blotting. It may beadded that they have 
more real Fire, fublimer Sentiments, and ‘Characters better 
marked than any Nation whatever, and in Painting ‘and Miific, 
we can boaft fo many Matters in both as might have ‘prevented 
the French Author from charging us with a want of Genius, 


X. 


HAM HARA AAA ENS AAR IEA AEA AER THAT AAA AAA 
TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 
To CHARSES Rancer, Ef; 


Se ee ee eS Sm 


SIR, 


There is an -abufe at both Play Foufes, which, in my Opinian, de- 
mands your fevereft animadverfton, and it would be worthy of your Pen to, 
regulate the Management in this Pdint.. The Thing? mean refulte from 
the Cuftom of fending Servants to keep Places in the. Boxes, a Cuftom (to 
{peak theatrically.) more honoured in the'Breach than the Obfervance. In 
Paris they never fuffer any Servant to keep Places at any Rate ; but if 
that cannot be accomplifhed here, ‘I ‘think it fhould be fo ordered, that 
when moft ‘of the Company js feated,-a Footnian fhall ot be fiiffered td 
fit next a fine Lady, or a Gentleman well dreffed. . I was greatly incom. 
moded in this refpect the other Night at the Jnconféant, and when Mrs. 
Clive and Mi. Weradward ‘were exciting all the Gaiety of my Soul, a 
young Footman countérworked the effect of their Humours, ‘and ‘quite 
fawered my Temper by fome offenfive Qualities; which I[ thall not then- 
tion. IL wifh you would think of fome Method to prevent this Incoji- 
venience for thé future, and you will oblige, 


: Sir, 
Suffolk Street, 6th Feb. Your moft humble, Seroaht, 
| Wittram Decent, 


; 
ll 


ee . 
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Unlefs the Box-Keepers fhould think proper to call out thefe People, 
Be it enacted, That the Pit may rife and give Laws upon the Orcafion 
without incurring the Cenfure of a Riot, and for fo doing, this fhall be 
thelt fufficietit ‘Woattant. = | 


ee 


Sees ee 


MOR acy 5 ey 


CHARLES RANGER. 
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Bedford Coffce-houfe, 6th Feb. 

The board of Critics met here yefterday Evening, when a choice Spi- 
rit offered to their Confideration a Scheme, which he faid, he intends 
to carry into immediate Execution. It feems this Gentleman is of Opinion 
that we are not furnifhed with a fufficient Number of periodical Papers, 
and to make up for the Deficiency, he has not only laid the Plan of a 
Paper for every Day, but for every Hour of the Day; the firft Number 
te 
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to be publifhed ‘at’ Six in the Mording, giving’an ample Account of 
what Bloods are then reeling Home from the Tavern, what Ladies are 
at Cards without having been in Bed all Night, &c. and in this manner 
he is to purfue his Defign through every Hour of the Day. He intends 
to call it. the Repeator or Literary Watch, and he makes no doubt but 
this Metropolis will receive great Entertainment and Inftruction from fo 
well-timed a Production, as he calls it, when he is inclined to give vent to 


a Pun. 


From the Public Adver.ifer, Feb. 6. 


We hear there is-2 new Englifh Operetta of two A&s, called the 
London Prentice, written by a Gentleman, and now fetting to Mufic by 
Mr. Defefch, which will be performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
for Mrs Clive’s Benefit. And as the famous Nicolini had the Honourto be 
taken Notice of by the Spectators for his courageous and graceful Deport- 
ment in fighting with and killing one Lyon in the Opera of Hydafpes, Mr. 
Beard, ‘who is to act the Part of the London Prentice, will be obliged te 
engage two much larger and fiercer than that killed by the Italian, and it 


is not doubted will come off with Honour. 


Mr. RANGER is apt to believe that Mr. Beard and Mrs Clive wil! neg 
only come off with Honour but with Humour, and he therefore adv: Yes all the 


true Lovers of Mirth to be hai 
Covent.Garden, Feb. g. 


On Tuefday next the'Relapfe is to be prefented here for the Benefit of 
Mr. Cibber, who is to perform the Part of Lord Foppington, It is unne- 
ceffary to recommend this Actor to the Patronage of the Town, It being 
to be fuppos’d that moft People will be ready to favour a Defcendant of 
one to whom the Theatre is fo highly indebted, the more efpecially as 
the prefent Performer has- formerly contributed greatly to their Entertain. 
ment, and is ftill capable of difplaying Talents in Comedy which would 
be an Addition to the Company of either Theatre. 
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